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least benefit of them, by reason the rich do so encroach upon
them.... In some grammar schools likewise which send scholars to
these universities, it is lamentable to see what bribery is used; for, ere
the scholar can be preferred, such bribage is made that poor men's
children are commonly shut out, and the richer sort received. . . .
Besides this, being for the most part either gentlemen or rich
men's sons, they oft bring the universities into much slander. For,
standing upon their reputation and liberty, they ruffle and roist it
out, exceeding in apparel and haunting riotous company (which
draweth them from their books unto another trade); and for
excuse, when they are charged with breach of all good order, think
it sufficient to say that they be gentlemen, which grieveth many not
a little." l
1 From Life in Shakespeare's England.   J. Dover Wilson, pp. 64-5, C.U.P.,
1911.